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Author: Kevin Mininni
Date Created: April 28th, 2014
Subject(s): American History I
Topic or Unit of Study (Title): Bill of Rights  

Grade Level: 11th grade
Materials: Court case handouts, Homework sheet, Questions for Socratic Seminar, Socratic Seminar rubric
Summary (and Rationale): In this unit, students will analyze the original text of the first 10 amendments, known as “The Bill of Rights.” Through careful reading, they will study the language of the amendments in order to understand not only the intent of the Founding Fathers, but also the way these words have been interpreted over time. By the end of the unit, students will demonstrate this knowledge by writing summaries of selections, answering questions in an argumentative writing style, engaging in a Socratic Seminar and acting out a skit to show how the Bill of Rights affects their daily lives.
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): For homework last night, the students were asked to choose between the Tinker v. Des Moines Independent School District and Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier court cases. For each court case, the students were asked to read a brief description of the case, as well as the majority and minority opinions. Then, they were to answer some questions, as well as develop at least 2 questions for the Socratic Seminar for today’s class. As a review, the students will spend the first 5 minutes of class discussing the court cases within their group. [5 minutes]
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	Students will critically analyze a court case.
Students will write an argumentative essay.

Students will write open-ended discussion questions.

Students will engage in a Socratic Seminar by articulating their personal opinions effectively and participate constructively in a group discussion.
	The teacher will assess these objectives with the Socratic Seminar rubric.


State the objective: [1 minute]
Assessment: [1 minute]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  First, I will distribute the Socratic Seminar rubric to each student so that they will know exactly what they are responsible for during this assignment. I will remind the students that it is their responsibility to continue the discussion during the Socratic Seminar and that I will simply act as a facilitator to get the group back on task. [2-3 minutes]
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): I will begin by posing 2 questions, one for each document. For Tinker v. Des Moines Independent School District, I will ask the students: “Were the petitioner’s Constitutional rights violated by the school district?” For Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier, I will ask the students: “Did the school’s principal violate the student’s Constitutional rights?” Then, the students will carry on the discussion for the remainder of class. [60 minutes]
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): To tie up this assignment, I will bring the class back together and ask their thoughts about our activity. [5 minutes]
VI. Independent Practice: For homework, the students will need to complete the remainder of the questions on their Socratic seminar handout by writing a response to a comment that they didn’t get to answer in class and write a reflection about their participation in our activity. 
STANDARDS:
	AH1.H.1.2
	Use Historical Comprehension to: 1) Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage and 2) Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.

	AH1.H.1.3
	Use historical analysis and interpretation to: 1) Identify issues and problems in the past, 2) Consider multiple perspectives of various peoples in the past, 4) Evaluate competing historical narratives and debates among historians and 5) Evaluate the influence of the past on contemporary issues.

	AH1.H.1.4
	Use historical research to: 1) Formulate historical questions, 3) Support interpretations with historical evidence and 4) Construct analytical essays using historical evidence to support arguments

	AH1.H.2.1
	Analyze key political, economic and social turning points from colonization through Reconstruction in terms of causes and effects. 

	AH1.H.2.2
	Evaluate key turning points from colonization through Reconstruction in terms of their last impact.

	AH1.H.4.1
	Analyze the political issues and conflicts that impacted the United States through Reconstruction and the compromises that resulted.

	AH1.H.5.1
	Summarize how the philosophical, ideological and/or religious views on freedom and equality contributed to the development of American political and economic systems through Reconstruction. 


Plans for Individual Differences: For this assignment, provide Lee and Sandra with some additional open-ended questions to help them feel like they are actively engaging in the discussion.
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